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full needs of the Russian railways will be reached. To keep the
present Russian railway system of 46,000 miles amply supplied
300 locomotives a year would be enough, but we do not know
how many new railways will be built, and apart from increasing
mileage the traffic is also growing."
The Professor concluded: "Two months ago the special depart-
ment for the construction of railways was reconstituted, after having
been closed down since the beginning of the war. It is now pro-
posed to build 3,000 miles of railway a year."1
There was no abatement in the enthusiasm of the Soviet Govern-
ment to extend the frontiers of education. The number of children
attending the elementary and secondary schools in 1926 was (about)
10,600,000; the number of students attending the technical schools
750,000, and the number attending the adult schools (industrial
and agricultural) about 2,000,000. There was a decrease in the
numbers of those attending the schools for illiterates as compared
with two years earlier, due to the fact that many had learned to
read and write.
Teachers and others interested in education, who visited the
U.S.S.R. in 1926, were greatly impressed by the efforts of the
Soviet authorities in the realms of culture.
A Manchester Guardian correspondent wrote from Moscow:
"The army and the trade unions have done yeoman service in
carrying out the Government's programme for the elimination of
illiteracy. Peasants are taught to read the newspapers and to write
for them. The non-Russian national minorities, systematically
neglected and persecuted under the Tsarist regime, are given much
fairer treatment in the allotment of educational facilities."2
In passing, we may note that under Tsardom illiteracy among
the national minorities was often as high as 95 per cent.
A number of English teachers who had returned from Russia
met in London, November 4, 1926, to compare impressions. A
correspondent who was present wrote: "They were unanimous
in their admiration for the enthusiasm both of teachers and taught,
1 Manchester Guardian, January 12, 1926.         2 Ibid,, January i, 1926.